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Hightand, CA 92346

| Psvchiairic Technician License No.

BEFORE THE DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
BUREAT OF VOCATIONAL NURSING AND PSYCHIATRIC TECHNICIANS
STATE OF CALIFORNILA

In the Mater of the Accusation Against: ' Case No. PT-2004-1070

SANDRA JEAN WATKINS
26949 Stratford Street

PT 29751

Respondent.

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted by the

Director of the Department of Consumer Affairs' as the final Decision in the above-entitled matter. |

This Decision shall become effective on Tanuvary 23, 2008

IT 18 SO ORDERED this 10th day of Decembexr 2008

£ ol press

PATRICIA HARRIS
Deputy Director, Board/Bureau Support
Department of Consumer Affairs

"Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 101.1(h). on July 1, 2008, the director became vested with the

. duties, powers, purposes, responsibilities, and jurisdiction of the Board of Vocational Mursing and Peychiatric

Technicians.
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Attorney General
of the State of Catifornia

KAREN B. CHAPPELLE
Supervising Deputy Attorney General

BRIAN (. WALSH, State Bar No. 207621
Deputy Attorney General

300 So. Spring Sereet, Swite 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Telephone: (213} 897-2535

Facaimile: (213) 897-2304

Aitorneys for Complainant
BEFORE THE | -

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
FOR THE BUREAU OF VOCATIONAL NURSING AND PSYCHIATRIC

TECHNICIANS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA _
T the Matler of the Accusation Against: Case Ne, PT-2004-1070
SANDRA JEAN WATKINS OAH No. 2008080074
aka Sandra Jean Wilhams
26949 Stratford Street STIPCLATED SETTLEMENT AND
Highland, CA 92340 DISCIPLINARY ORDER

Psychiatric Technician License No. PT 29751

Respondent.

iT IS HERERY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and befween the parties to the
above-entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:

| PARTIES

1. Teresa Bello-Jones, ], M.8 N, RN, (Complainant) i the Executive
Officer of the Bureau of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians. She brought this
action solely in her official capacifcy and is represented in this marter by Edmund G. Brown Ir.,
Attomey General of the State of Califomnia, by Brian G. Walsh, Deputy Attorney General.

2. Respondent Sandra Jean Williams {Respondent} is represented m this
proceeding by aftorney Steven B. Bassoff, Esq., whose addresz is 1220 8 St‘]";‘:f:‘;, Suite 1000
Sacramento, California 95811-7138. |

3. On or aboul May 2, 1996, the Bureau of Vocational Nursing and

Psychniatric Technicians (Bureau) issued Psychiatnc Technician License N, PT 26751 to Sandra
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Jesn Williams (Respondent}. The Psychiatric Technician License was in full force and effect at
all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation Ne. PT-2004-1070 and will expire on
- August 31, 2009, unless renewed. |
JURISDICTION
4. Accusation No, PT-2004-1 U?[;l (the Accusation) was filed before the

Director of Consumer Affairs (Director), for the Bureau, and is cprrm&tly pending against
Respondent, The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were property served
I on Respondent on April 11, 2008. Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defanse contesﬁng the
Accusation. A copy of the Accusation is attached as exhibit A apd incorporated herein by

reference,

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

5. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with céﬁnsel, and
undersiands the cha;geé and allegations in the Aceusation. Respondent has also carefully read,
fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order.

&, Respondent is fully aware of heﬁ‘ legal rights in this matter, including the
right o a hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; (e right te be represenied by
counsel at her own expense; the tight to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her;
the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of
subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to
reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the
California Adminigtrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

g ‘Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up
gach and every right set forth above. _
| CULPABILITY
8. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in the

ACCusanon,




-3

= i fa -

-]

=2 Respondent aprees that her Psychiatric Technician License iz subject to
discipline and she agrees 10 be bound by the Director of Consumer Affairs (Director} 's
impasition of discipline as set forth in the Disciplinary Crder below.

CIRCUMSTANCES IN MITIGATION

10,  Respondent Sandra Jean Williams has not been the subject of any priotr
disuif:linary action. Shé is admitting responsibility at an early stage in the proceedings, and has
produced documentary evidence of her current sobriety, professional competence, and good
character.

CONTINGENCY

11, This stipufation shall be subject to approval by the Director of Consumer
Affairs or her designee, Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and
the staff of the Burean may communicate directly with the Director and staff of the Department
of Consumer Affairs regarding this stipulatiun.and setilement, without notice to or participation
by Respondent ot her counsel. By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees
that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the
Director considers and acts upon it. If the Director fails to adopt this stipulation as the Decision:
and Order, the Siipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect.
Except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, and the
Director shall not be disqualified from further action by having considered this matter.

12. ‘f‘he parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated

Settfernent and Disciplinary Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same

|| force and effect as the originals.

13, In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties
agree that the Director may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the

following Disciplinary Order:

L
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DISCIPLINARY ORDER

T 1S HEREBY ORDERED that Psychiatric Technician License No. PT 28751,
jssued to Respondent, is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and Respondent is placed
on probation for three (3) years, on the following terms and conditions:

1. Obev All Laws. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws,
meluding all statutes and regulations governing the Hcense. Respondent shall submit, in writing,
a full and detailed account of any ané all violations of the law to the Board within five (5) days of
oceurrence. To ensure compliance with this term, respondent shall submit two {2) completed
.ﬁngerprint cards and the applicable fingerprint provessing fees to the Board within thirty (30)
days of the effective date of the decision, unless the Board determines that fingerprint cards were
atready submitted by the Respondent as part of his’her licensure application process effective
July 1, 1996, Respondent shall also submit a recent 27 x 27 photograph of hitnselfherself within
thirty (30} days of the effective date of the decision. |

7z Compliance with Probation Pregram and Quarterty Report -

Requirements. Respondent shall fully comply wath the terms #nd conditions of the pmbé.tic:n
established by the Board and shall cooperate with the representatives of the Board in its
monitorng and investigation of the Respondent’s compliance with the Probation Program.
Respondent shall submit quarterly reports, under penalty of perjury, in a form required by the
Board. The reports shall certify and document compliance with all the conditions of probabon.

3. Natification of Address and Telephone Number Change(s).

Respondent shall notify the Board, in wnting, within five (5} days ofa éhange of residence or
mailing address, of his'her new address and any change in his'her work and/or home telephone
numbers,

4. Notification of Residency or Practice Outside of State. Respondent

shall notify the Board, in writing, within five (5) days, if she leaves Califorma to reside or
practice in another state. Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing, within five (5) days,
npon his‘her returo to California. The period of probation shall not run durmng the time

Respondent is residing or practicing ouiside California.
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- Natification to Employer(s). When currently employed or applying for
employirient in any capacity in any health care profession, Respondent shall notify her employer
of the probationary starus of her ticense. This natification to Respondent's current health care
employer shall occur no later than the effective date of the Dectsior. The respondent shall notify
any prospective he.altﬁ care emplover of her probationary status with the Board prior to accepting
such employment. This notification shatl be by providing the employer or prospective employer
with a copy of the Board’s Accusation and Disciplinary Decision.

The Health Care Profession includes, but is not limited to: Licensed Vocational
Nursze, Psychiatric_ Technician, Registered Nurse, Medical Assistant, Paramedic, Emergency
Medical Technician, Certified Nursing Assistant, Home Health Alde, and all other ancillary
sechnical health care positions.

Respondent shall cause each health care employer to submit quarterly reports to
fhe Board, The reports shall be on a form provided by the Board, and ghall include a
performance evaluation and such other information as may be required by the Board,

Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing, within five (5} days of any change
in employment status. Respondent shall notify the Board, in writing, if she is terminated from
amy nursing or health care related employment with a full explanation of the circumstances
surroanding the tenminabion.

6. Interviews/Veetings with Board Representative(s). Respondent, dunng
the period of probation, shall appear in person al interviews/meetings as directed by the Board, or
its designated representatives,

# Emgiuyrﬁent Requirements and Limitations. During probation, the
Respondent shall work in her licensed capacity in the State of Califomnia. This practice shall
consist of no Jess than six (6} continuous rnonths and of no lcss.than twenty (20) hours per week.
While on probation, Respondent shall not work for & nurses’ registry ot in any private duty
position, & temporary nurse placément agency, as a faculty member in an accredited or approved
school of nursing, or as an instructor in a Board approved continning education course except as

approved, in writing, by the Board. Respondent shall wotk only on a regalasly assigned,

bu
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identified and predetermined work site(s) and shall not work in a float capacity except as
approved, in writing, by the Board. |

8. Supervision Requirements, Respondent shall obtain prior approval from
the Board, before cornmencing any smplovment, regarding the level of supervision provided 1o
Respondent while employed as a licensed vocational nurse or.psychiau'ic techmician,

ReSpondént shall not function as a charge nurse (i.e., work in any healthcare
setting as the person who oversess or directs licensed vocational nurses, psychiatric technicians,
certified pursing assistants or unlicensed assistive personnel) or supervising psychiatric
technician during the period of probation except as appmveﬁ, in writing, by the Board.

5! H Completion of Educational Course{s). Respondent, af st her own

expense, shall enroll and successfully complete a course(s) substantially related to the
violation(s) no later than the end of the first year of probation; o1 the Respendent shall be
suspended from ﬁrac"cice, until she has enrolled in and has successfully completed the specified
ceurse;mrk.

The coursework shall be in addition to that required for license renewal. The -
Board shall notif}' the Respondent of the course content and number of contact hours required.
Within thirty (30} days of the Board’s written notification of assigned coursewotl, Respondent
shall submit a written plan to comply with this requirement. The Board shall approve such plan
prior to enrollment in any course of study. Upon successful completion of the course,
Respondent shall cause the instructor to furnish proof to the Beard within thirty (30) days of
course completion.

10,  Maintenance of Valid License. Respondent shall, at all times while on

probation, maintain an active current Heense with the Board, including any period during which

suspension or probation is tolled. Should respondent's license, by operation of law or otherwise,

expire. pon renewal or Teinstatement respondent's license shall be subject to any and all terms of
this probation not previcusty satisfied. -

I|I. ,-" _,-'.




11.  Cost Recovery Requirements. . Pursuant to Business and Professions

Code section 123.3, Respﬁndent shall pay to the Bureau the costs El;f investigation and
enforcement in this matter in the amount of 53,132.75. Respondent shal] be permitted to pay
these costs in & payment plan approved by the Bureau, with the paymeﬁts to be compleied no
later than three months prior to the end of the probation term. Failure to complete payment of
cost recovery within this time frame shall constitute a vielation of probation which may subject
Respondent’s license 1o putright revocation.

The Board may conditionatly renew or reinstate, for a maximum of one year, the
license of any respondent who demenstrates financial hardship. The Respondent chall enter into
a formal agreement with the Board to reimburse the unpaid costs withun that one year periéd.
Except as provided above, the Board shall not renew or reinstate the license of any Respondent
wha has failed to pay all the costs as directed in a Decision.

12.  Violation of Probation. If the Respondent violates the conditions of her

probation, after giving the Respondent notice and an opportunity to be heard, the Bureau may set
aside the stay order and impose the stayed revocation of Respondent’s license. If during the
penod of probation, an accusation or petition to revoke has been filed against Respondent’s
license or the Attomey General’s Office has been requested to prepare an accusation or pstition '
1o revoke probation against Respondent’s license, the probationery period shall automatically be
extended and shall not expire until the accusation ot petition has been acted upon by the Burean,
Upan successfal completion of probation, Respondent’s icense will be fully restored.

13.  Chemical Dependency Support/Recovery Groups. Within five (3} days
of the effective date of the Decision, Respondent shall begin attendance at a chemical
dependency suppott group {e.g. Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics .ﬂsﬁon}rmous, Nurse Support
Group). Verified documentation of artendance shall be submitted by the Respondent with each

quarterly report. Respondent shall continue attendance in such a group for the duration of

probation.
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14.  Abstain from Controlled Substances. Respondent shall completely

abslain from the personal use or pessession of controlled substances, as defined in the Califora .
Uniform Controlled Substances Act, and dangerous drugs as defined in Section 4021 and 4022 of
the Business and Professions Code, except when lawfully prescribed by a licensed practitioner
for a bona fide iliness.

15.  Abstain from Use of Alcohol. Respondent shall completely abstain from
the use of alogholic beverages during the period of probation.

16.  Submit Biological Fluid Samples. Respondent shall immediately submit

to biological fluid testing, at Respondent's cost, upon reguest by the Bureau or its designec.
There will be no cnﬁﬂdentia,lity in test results; positive test results will be iimnediatéiy reportad
io the Bureau and Respondent's current employer.

i
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.DATED /5/% JK

J have earefulty read the above Sﬁpulit.ed Selement ind Disciplingry Crder and

A have fully d 5¢u=sc& jt with my attpmey, Steven B. Bapsoff. 1 undm&and the stipulation and the
: 'effa:t it wﬂ‘ havt sy Prychiatiie Tachmcmn Lisense. enter mtn thu Shpulated Setdement

: and Disciplinary Order volugtarily, knnmng!y and intelligently, and agree La b hnund by the

'Dm:smn and Order.of the Direstor of Consumer Affirs.

Saneina wmla-)
EhNBEﬁ JEAN WILLEAE‘IS .

R:apnnd:n'

| oatER: 10~ 02— 0%,

and conditions and other matters contaiped in the above Stipulated Satttement and Disciplinary

Orcder, 1 apprave ity flm'n ond f:ontcﬂ!

STE\-*EN B. EASSDFF
Attorney for Respondent
i
)
Hr
it
e
i
i
L
i
I
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I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Sandrs Jean Wilitams the 1erms

L
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ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order are hereby

respecrfully submitted for consideration by the Director of Consumer Affairs.

3 Matter [ LAZOOTE0E 406
60342594, apd

s
DATED: OC/?{%—L\ o, Loy

EDMUND G. BROWN JR.. Atiomey General
of the State of California

K AREN B, CHAPPELLE
Supervising Deputy Atforney General

BEIAN G. WALSH
Deputy Atftorney General

Attornevs for Complamant

10




Exhibit A
Accusation No. PT-2004-1070
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|| EDMAIND G. BROWN JR., Attorney General IﬁPR 11 _Eﬂﬂ
{|. of the Siate of Californta
: GREGDRY J. SATUTE . Board of Vocational. Murslng

and Psychiatric T
Supervismg Deputy Attomgy General MG ﬂcﬁmctans

: BRIMJG WATLSH, State Bar No. 207621

Deputy Attormey General

§ Califorhia Department of Tustice

300°Se; Spring Street,. Suite 1702 -
Log Angeles, CA 90013

| Telephone: (212) 897-2535 -
: Fassmlﬂe (213)857 28#]4

I Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
BOARD OF VOCATIONAL NURSING AND PSYCHIATRIC TECHNICIANS
DPEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Tn, the Matter of the Accusation Agaimst: Case No. PT-2004-1070

SANDRA JEAN WATKINS
aka SANDRA JEAN WILLIAMS

Il 26949 Stratford Swest ACCUSATION

I—_]j.ghland,_.EA 02346
Psychiatric Techmician License No. PT 29751

Fespondent.

:Cc:mplainant allégas: :
| . PARTIES
1. Teresa Bello-Jones, 1.D., M.S.N., R.N. (Complainant} brings this

Accusation solely in her official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Vocational

Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians, Department of Consumer Affairs (Board).

2 Om or gbout May 2, 199{-1': the Board issued Psychiatmic Technician Licetse

No. PT 20755 to Sandra Jean Watkins ak a Sandra Jean Williams {Respondent). The

|l Psvchiatric Technician License was in ful] force and effect at all times relevant to the charges

brought herein and wilt expire on Angust 31, 2009, unless repswed.
i

(7
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2, This Acousation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the

1 fotiowing taws. AltSection referances ere to the Business and Professions Code unless

| otherwise mdicaied.

REGULATORY SEC’I‘.I-GN-S _

4, Section 118, subdivision (b), prwiﬂaﬁ; in relevans part, that the expiration

of 4 Yicense shall o deprive the Board jurisdiction to proceed with a disciphinary a,m:ioﬁduring

4 the pf:i-iad within which the license may be renswed, Testored, reissued or reinstated. Under

Section 4543, the Board may renew an expired license at any tine within four years afier the -
expiration.
5 Section 125.3 provides, in relevant partt, that 2 Board may request the

administrative law judge to direct a ficentiate found to have committed a violation or viclafions & °

of the licensing act to pay & sum not {o axcead the reasonable costs of the mvesﬁgﬁtian.and .

anfor?emmt of the case.
! ;.6, _ Section 4520 f;rovides, ity relevant part, that the Board may:discipline ey i
Jicensed psychiatric techfﬁc:iaﬁ for any reason provided in Article 3 {comme:ncing with section
4520) of the Psychiatric Technicias Law (Code § 4500, et. seq.).
F. Section 4521 states:

The board may suspend or revoke a license issued upder this chapter [the
Psychjatric Technicians Law (Code § 4500, et seq.)} for any of the following
Te4301S:

(a)  Unprofessional conduct, whish inchudes but is not limited to any of
the following: ' '

(4y  Obialn or possess 1 vinlation of law, or prescribe,
or except as directed by a licensed physician and surgean, dentist,
or podiatrist admimster to himself or herself or furnish or -
admitister to another, any conirollsd substance a3 defined
Division 10 (commencing with Section 11000 of the Health and
Safety Code or any dangerons drug as defined in Section 4022 .

(5} Use any controlled substance as defined in Division

1 (3 (comrmencing with Secten 1 1000) of the Health and Safety
Code. or any dapgerous drug as defined In Section 4022, or

2
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20
21
22

23

25
26
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alcoholic beverages, to an extent of in amanner dangerous or
injurious tohimself or hersélf, any other persen. or the public or to
the extent that the use impairs his or her ability to'conduet with
safety to the:public the practice authorized by his or hier Jicense.

{d)  Violating or attempling to violate, directly or indirectly, or
assisting 10 or abetting the violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision or
{epms of this chapter. : '

REGULATORY SECTIONS
8 California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 2576.6 states:

(a) A Ycensed psychiatric techpician shall safeguard patients/chents
health and safety by actions which include but are not limited to the following:

{1)  Reporting to the Board unprofessional conduct as
defined in Section 4521(a) of the Business and Professions Code;

{v) . A licensed psychairic techmcian shall adhere to standards of the
profession and shall meorporate ethical and behavieral standards of professional
practice which include but are not limited to the following: '

(4} - Abstaining from chemica_lfsubstance abuse.

{c} A violation of this section copstitutes unproféssional conduct for
purposes of initiating disciplinary action. . 7

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE /| DANGERQUS DRUG

9. Methamphetamine is a Schedule IT controiled substance as designated by
Health and Safety Code section 11055, subdivision (d)2), and iz categorized as a dangerous drug
pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 4022.

FIRST CAUSE FOR MSCIPLINE -

{Unlawful Passession of Controlied Substances)
10, Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 4541,
subdivision {a)(4) 2= £ result of Respopdent’s unlawfu! possession of methamphetamnioe on

Tanuary 30, 2004. During the service of a search warrant on Januery 30, 2004, by the San

3
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Bernardine County Sheriffs Department, Qfficer G. Alfarc discovered two smali bags of

sthamphetamine on Respondent’s person. While searching Respondent’s bedroom, Cfficer
Thuilliez discoversd two glass pipes with white residue, which tested positive for
methamphetamine, Respondent admitted to Officer Alfaro that the methamphetanine was hers,
and further admitted that she nsed about quarter of a gram per day.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCYPLINE

(Dangerous Use of Controlled Substances)

11.  Respondent s subject o djéﬂiplinar}' action under Code section 4521,

subdivision {a)(5), as a result of Respondent’s dangerous use of methamphetamine, a controlled

substance and a dangerous drug, as sel forth above in paragraph 10.
THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Unprnfessmnal Conduct /:Failure to Report Unprofessional Cunduct}

12. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action vnder Code secuon 4521,

. 'suhdwxsmrr (a}, and Cahfomm Code of Regulatmns title 16, section 2576.6, mbdmsmnﬂ (2} 17

and (c), for failing 1o report mprafesmonal conduc.t Specifically, Respondent faﬂfxi in her duty
to report her daily use of methamphetamine, whmh constituted unprofessional canduct as et
forth above in paragraph 10. Respe_mdent further failed in her duty 10 teport unprofessional
conduet when she failed to respond w the Eaard’s July 31, 2006 certified letter requesting a
response to this allegation against her license.

FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(U ﬁpmfessiﬂnal Conduct / Failure to Absiain from Substance Abuse)
_ 13.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 4521,
subdivigion (), and California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 2576.6, subdivisliuns {b)4)
and {c}, because Respondent failed to abstain from substance abuse by using a quarter-gram of
methamphelarmnine gaily, as sst fﬁrﬂl gbove in paragrapk 11,

i
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FIFTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Violation Provisions of the Psychiatric Techmeians Law)

14 Respandent iz gubject to disciplinary dction mnder Code section 4321,
subdivision {d), for viclating numerous terms of the Psychiatric Technicians Law (Code section:
4300 et seg.), as set forth above in paragraphs 10 through 13,

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests thal a hearing be held on the matters hegen
alleged, end that following the hearing, the Board of Vocatjonal Nursing and Péychiatnc
Technicians isgue a decision:

I Revoking or suspending Psychiatric Technician iicanse No., PT 29751,
issued to Respondent; _

| 2. Ordering Respondent to pay the Board of Vocational Nursing and
Psychiatric Technicians thﬁ reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement, c:f this.case,
pursuant to Business and Professions Code saction 125.3; ami

3. Taking such.other-and further action as desmed necessary and PEOpET.

DATED: Awril 1, 2008

k:I’IiKESﬁsk BELEG-FONES, UM SN,RN,
Executive Officer
Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Techpicians
Department of Consamer Affairs
State of Califormia

Complainant
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